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Some Authoritative Figures by the Baron d’Erlanger, 

Chairman of the Channel Tunnel Company. 

As there has been so much discussion in the Press during 
the past few weeks about the exact cost, revenue and time necessary 
for the construction of the Channel Tunnel, it seems very desir¬ 
able to set forth the opinions of those who have been closely 
associated with the scheme almost since its inception. Judging 
from some of the letters that have recently appeared in print it 
would seem that in the minds of many people there still exist the 
most amazing misconceptions about even the most primary aspects. 

First about the length. Exact figures cannot of course be 
given until the Naval and Military Advisers of the Government 
have decided where would be the best position for the mouth 
of the Tunnel from their point of view. But if the present plans 
of the engineers were carried out, the length from shore to shore 
would be 24 miles and the total length, including the approaches, 
30 miles. 

The Cost of the whole Tunnel would be 3^30 millions of 
which £$ millions would be absorbed by the construction of the 
Pilot Tunnel and £2$ millions by the building of the main traffic 
Tunnels. Only half this sum, i.e., £1$ millions would be needed 
for the English half of the Tunnel. The other half would be 
paid for by the French. 

Probably more than one half of the cost would be expended 
in wages, which directly and indirectly would be of the greatest 
value in relieving unemployment in this country. 




The time needed for the construction would, of necessity, 
be lengthy . . . 2| years for the Pilot Tunnel and 4 years for the 
Traffic Tunnels are the Engineers estimates ... but there is no 
doubt that when it is complete the revenue would be sufficient 
to return at least 10 per cent, on the invested capital of £^o 
millions. 

This estimate is not arrived at by a mere effort of the imagina¬ 
tion, but is based on solid facts about the receipts of the present 
cross-Channel traffic. With the present average passenger fare 
from Dover to Calais or Folkestone to Boulogne of i6s. per head, 
and assuming an annual passenger traffic of 4 millions ^ess than 
the number of passengers between France, Belgium, and Holland 
in 1913), the receipts would be millions. The freight and 
luggage fares would produce another £^ million, bringing up the 
total revenue to £4 millions per annum. Reckoning the expenses 
at 25 per cent, of the receipts, /.e., £i million, there would be 
left £^ millions of net revenue, which is equal to 10 per cent, on 
the Capital Cost. 

If this is thought to make insufficient allowance for expenses 
it must be remembered that the Railway would have no stations, 
no rolling stock, and few of the expenses of an ordinary railway. 

There has always existed a close understanding between the 
four main Companies involved, the Southern Railway, the English 
Channel Tunnel Company, The Chemin de Fer du Nord, and 
the Compagnie Francaise du Tunnel sous la Manche; and the 
French Government has always expressed its willingness to co¬ 
operate with the British Government whenever the latter was 
prepared to sanction the construction of the Tunnel. 

These are the salient facts which have emerged after many 
years of careful investigation, and they should convince the 
public that the scheme is eminently a practicable one and could be 
commenced within a day or two of the removal of the Government 
Veto. 


By the Rt. Hon. Sir ROBERT HORNE, M.P. 


Nothing has done so much to aid the progress of civilisa¬ 
tion as the gradual extension of the means of communication 
between countries. Nor is there any other factor more important 
to the preservation of the peace of the world. The more clearly 
nations understand each other, the less chance is there of conflict; 
and ready communication conduces to understanding. 

The seas which surround our island have prevented the 
inhabitants of Europe from coming to our country to the same 
extent as they would otherwise have done. Our people, being 
islanders, have confronted the sea with more courage, and have 
visited the Continent in nearly four times the numbers of our 
visitors from European nations. Europe does not know us in 
our own home. It only thinks of us as exacting and sometimes 
bullying travellers. The more we can induce our neighbours 
across the Channel to come to us, the better shall we be under¬ 
stood ; and the more harmonious will be our relations. 

As to all the adverse arguments to the Channel Tunnel 
which are founded upon military considerations—these, as it 
seems to me have lost such cogency as they previously possessed 
by the amazing development of engines of war in the air. Many 
previous advances in systems of transport have in the past been 
resisted by miHtary minds upon the ground that it would make 
attack upon us more easy, and if our forefathers had paid attention 
to such arguments, the advancement of the world and the comfort 
of mankind would have been greatly hampered. It is impossible 
to allow such fears in modern days to check progress, especially 
at a time when the nations of the earth combine to sign Pacts 
of Peace and Renunciations of War. 

Robert Horne. 


P.T.O. 



CHANNEL TUNNEL FIGURES AT A GLANCE 

Persons interested naturally ask for figures; but it must be 
borne in mind that while these are the best figures that can be 
obtained at the moment they are necessarily tentative. 
LENGTH. 

Length from Shore to Shore, 24 miles. 

Length including approaches, 30 miles. 

Exact length depends on position of mouth chosen by the 
Naval and Military Advisers of the Government. 

COST. 

Cost of Pilot Tunnel (12 feet in diameter) being 3^5,000,000 
And Traffic Tunnels .. .. .. 3^25,000,000 

Estimated Total Cost .. .. .. £-^0,000^000 

Half total Cost for English half, other half for French part. 
TIME. 

Time for Pilot Tunnel .. .. .. zi years. 

For Traffic Tunnels .. .. .. 4 years. 

GROSS RECEIPTS. 

Estimated Receipts based on :— 

1. Average passenger fares from Dover to Calais and 
Folkestone to Boulogne, i6s. per head. 

2. Assumed annual traffic of 4 million passengers. 

3. Freight, luggage and parcel post at 3^800,000, make 
Total Gross Receipts £^ millions. 

EXPENSES. 

Reckon expenses at 25 per cent, of receipts, i.e.^ £1 million. 
This gives 3^30,000 per mile per year for 
Supply elertric power. 

Pumping water and air. 

Upkeep of track and wages. 

NET RECEIPTS. 

This leaves Net Receipts at 3^3 millions, which is equal to 
10 per cent, on the Capital. 

ADVANTAGES. 

Growth in invisible exports given by increased commercial, 
tourist and transient traffic, with resulting beneficial effects 
on general trade of country. 

?vlore foreign buyers will come and inspect our goods. 
Increased International contact will promote peace. 
Unemployment will be alleviated. 

Of military benefits in all wars except against France. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Close understanding exists between the Southern Railway, 
Channel Tunnel Co., Chemin de Fer du Nord and Com- 
pagnie Francaise du Tunnel sous la Manche as regards 
the construction and working of Tunnel. French Govern¬ 
ment have always promised their support. 


